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The Small Starts Program, a component of the existing 
New Starts Program, is a discretionary grant program for 
public transportation capital projects. 

To qualify for federal funding, Small Starts projects must run along a dedicated 
corridor or fixed guideway. The Federal Transit Administration has outlined two 
classes of Small Starts Projects that are very simple, low-cost ($50 million or less), 
and demonstrably cost e=ective and defined them as Very Small Starts projects.

The Small Starts Program was created by the U.S. Congress in 2005 as part of 
our nation’s surface transportation bill – the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, E;cient 
Transportation Equity Act – A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU).

In 2007, Metro was pleased to secure broad support from both the Executive 
Branch and Congress for the Metro Rapid System Gap Closure Program which 
was submitted as a Very Small Starts Project. This project will expand Metro’s 
successful Metro Rapid program by initiating service on eight new corridors.

In 2008, Metro is seeking federal funding for three Very Small Starts Programs 
that are outlined in this document.

Very Small Starts Program

Los Angeles County 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority
One Gateway Plaza
Los Angeles, CA 90012-2952

Contact:
Metro Government Relations 
213.922.7175
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The Small Starts Program, a component of the existing 
New Starts Program, is a discretionary grant program for 
public transportation capital projects. 

To qualify for federal funding, Small Starts projects must run along a dedicated 
corridor or fixed guideway. The Federal Transit Administration has outlined two 
classes of Small Starts Projects that are very simple, low-cost ($50 million or less), 
and demonstrably cost e=ective and defined them as Very Small Starts projects.

The Small Starts Program was created by the U.S. Congress in 2005 as part of 
our nation’s surface transportation bill – the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, E;cient 
Transportation Equity Act – A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU).

In 2007, Metro was pleased to secure broad support from both the Executive 
Branch and Congress for the Metro Rapid System Gap Closure Program which 
was submitted as a Very Small Starts Project. This project will expand Metro’s 
successful Metro Rapid program by initiating service on eight new corridors.

In 2008, Metro is seeking federal funding for three Very Small Starts Programs 
that are outlined in this document.

Very Small Starts Program

Los Angeles County 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority
One Gateway Plaza
Los Angeles, CA 90012-2952

Contact:
Metro Government Relations 
213.922.7175
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